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DAY STUDENT LIFE 
Day students are an integral part of everyday life at St. 
MargaretÕs School.  Although Òhere today, gone tonight,Ó day 
students are welcome to participate in any school-sponsored 
activities that occur at night or on non-school days.  While the 
following guidelines are particular to day students, whenever a 
day student is on campus, she is expected to abide by the same 
guidelines as boarding students. 

DAY STUDENT PREFECTS  
Day student prefects have been selected to act as liaisons 
between all day students and the Day Student Sponsor and the 
Dean for School Life.  Prefects will help coordinate the Adopt-
a-Boarder program, the Hugs from Home program, day student 
chores, and help reinforce the expectations of day students. 

DAY STUDENT SIGN-IN AND -OUT   
School Days.  Whenever a day student is on campus, she 
must be signed in.  She is to sign out (after her last 
commitment) when she leaves campus for the day.  On 
weekdays, a day student should sign in at St. MargaretÕs Hall 
when she arrives on campus for the school day.  She should 
also turn in her car keys, if she has driven herself. 
 
Seniors and students on Honor Roll may sign out to walk to 
town during a free period, in groups of two or more.  Students 
in grades 8-11 who are not on Honor Roll may not leave 
campus during the academic day. 

 

Weeknights and Weekends.  On weeknights and weekends, 
day students should check in with the adult at the front desk of 
LatanŽ.  Failure to sign in and out may result in marks.  Any 
intentional improper sign-out is considered an Honor Code 
violation. 
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Jurisdiction. A day student is considered under the 
jurisdiction of the school and is expected to abide by school 
rules at all times when she is on campus (whether officially 
signed in or not), or is participating in a school-sponsored off-
campus activity.  A day student is under school jurisdiction 
when she is transporting or spending time with a boarding 
student who is under school jurisdiction. 

Transportation for Mixers and Other Activities.  Day 
students who wish to attend a BSSAC- or SMS- sponsored 
activity must do so with our school, using school 
transportation.  Any exceptions must be cleared ahead of time 
with the Dean for School Life. 

SPECIAL SCHOOL RULES 
This section is designed to highlight school rules that may 
apply to day students. 

Absence Without Leave (AWOL).  A day student may not 
leave campus except: 

¥ at times specified by the school, 

¥ when accompanied by another member of the school 
community or other person with whom school policy 
permits her to leave campus, and  

¥ after having followed proper sign-out procedures. 

Day students are allowed to leave campus alone after signing 
out at the end of their last commitment on school days.  During 
exam periods and other special days, specific rules may be 
published outlining when day students are permitted to leave 
campus. 

A day student who is too sick to attend classes or any 
scheduled after-school activity must either be in the Health 
Center or may leave campus only after the nurse has contacted 
her parent/legal guardian and received permission for her to do 
so.  Day students leaving campus without permission are 
considered AWOL. 
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Day students should remember that boarding students are not 
permitted to go to residences in town, even if within the 
walking or driving town boundaries, unless specific prior 
permission has been given.  This includes residences of day 
students. 

Reporting Lateness or Absence.  Day students are 
expected to be on time to school. 

 

 

Following her tardiness or absence, she should bring an 
explanatory note signed by her parent or guardian. 

If a day student anticipates being absent for any portion of any 
academic commitment, her parent/guardian must send an 
explanatory note in advance. 

If a student is late or absent as a result of a professional or 
medical appointment, a note from the professional is also 
expected.  Absences will be considered unexcused unless the 
criteria for excused absences have been met.  Details regarding 
anticipated, excused, and unexcused absences are clearly 
outlined in the schoolÕs attendance policy. 

School Cancellation. Classes are rarely cancelled because of 
snow, but if the parents of a day student believe the roads are 
becoming treacherous during the course of the day, they may 
ask that their daughter be excused.  Day students are always 
welcome to spend the night during bad weather.  If there is a 
change of plans in the shuttle schedule, families can expect to 
hear from the school.  Day students will be responsible for any 
work missed while absent due to weather. 

DAY STUDENT TRANSPORTATION  

Riding Permission.  At the beginning of the year, each day 
student must provide the school with accurate information 
about how she will be transported to and from school each day.  

If a day student is late or absent, her parents 
should notify the school by 8 AM. 
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In the interest of her safety and accountability, a day student is 
not to leave campus with anyone with whom she does not have 
riding permission. 

In the event that she has a change of plans regarding her 
transportation to or from school, her parent/guardian must 
inform the school.  This information will be kept on file in the 
School Life Office 

School-Operated Shuttle. The shuttle will operate on all 
days when attendance is required, except for events to which 
parents are invited.  If a student will not be using the morning 
or evening shuttle, she should notify the driver and the School 
Life Office.  If a required activity or calendar change occurs, 
the School Life Office will notify shuttle riders as far in 
advance as possible.  Riders of the shuttle are responsible for 
keeping the vehicle clean. 

Day Student Drivers.  If a day student plans to drive herself 
to and from school, she must register her car with the School 
Life Office.  When signing in at the beginning of each school 
day, she must leave her keys in the designated place in SMS 
Hall.  She may only pick her keys up when she signs out to 
leave for the day.  Day student seniors have the privilege of 
parking on Water Lane across from SMS, while underclassmen 
may park their cars in the McCuan parking lot or at Gilchrist 
Field.  Students may not use their cars until the end of the 
academic day. 

PERSONAL BELONGINGS 
Day Students are provided with lockers in the Faculty/Student 
Center.  Each day student will be given a lock at the beginning 
of the academic year.  Should she lose this lock or neglect to 
return it at the end of the year, she will be charged a fee of $10.  
There is adequate shelving in all of the buildings for students to 
leave their belongings for a short period of time.  Day students 
who drive should bring from their car all personal belongings 
needed during the school day.  Students are not permitted to go 
to their cars during the academic day without permission. 
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STAYING OVERNIGHT 
Day students are always welcome to spend the night in the 
designated Day Student Room in Latane.  This can be a helpful 
option in case of inclement weather, a late athletic contest, or 
an early morning departure for a required school-sponsored 
event.  Arrangements should be made in advance through the 
School Life Office.  Day students should sign in at the School 
Life Office when spending the night, and are expected to know 
and follow the rules for  boarding students. 

HOSTING AND TRANSPORTING BOARDING 
STUDENTS 
Adopt-A-Boarder.  Provided that they are in good social and 
academic standing (not in required day or evening study hall), 
boarding students are permitted to spend two overnights each 
month on school nights at the home of day students.  
Appropriate permissions and invitations are required. 

Just as St. MargaretÕs School assumes responsibility for the 
safety and accountability of day students when they are at 
school, boarding students become the responsibility of a day 
studentÕs parents and should behave accordingly.   

Transporting Boarders.  Boarding students may also 
receive permission from their parents to ride with day students 
at points throughout the year.  A day student should not 
transport any boarding student unless the proper permission is 
on file.  The privilege of transporting boarding students may be 
denied if the day student is not in good academic or community 
standing. 

 

 

Cell phones must be kept in cars or  handed in 
upon sign-in either  in SMS or  the School L ife 

Office. 
.. 

 

Day students are not permitted to use their  cars 
to transport boarders dur ing the week. 


